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Frieclrich, which
towed some of her
captures to the
island and there
sank them. The
crews of certain
ships taken by the
cruiser were left on
the island., Dec.
1914-Jan., 1915.
Consult The Mystery
of Easter Island,
K. Routledge, 1919;
Easter Island, A.
Metraux, Eng. trans.
1957.

Easter Island. Some of the mysterious stone statues
on the island. Top, two "emaciated ancestor"
figures, about 2 ft. high, carved in mimosa wood

P. H. Edmunds & British Museum

Eastern Bengal and Assam.

One-time province of British India.
It was constituted in 1905 from
the territories formerly adminis-
tered by the chief commissioner
of Assam, together with the Bengal
divisions of Dacca and Chitta-
gong, and the districts of Jalpai-
guri, Dinajpur, Rangpur, Malda,
Bogra, Rajshahi, and Pabna.
Tb.e capital was Dacca. This
partition was revoked in 1911,
when George V announced at the
Delhi durbar the reconstruction
of Bengal with the presidency of
Bengal, the lieutenant-governor-
ship of Bihar and Orissa, and the
chief commissionership of Assam ;
and the province of Eastern Bengal
and Assam ceased to exist in 1912.
Eastern Question. Series of
political problems arising in the
19th and early 20th centuries from
the disintegration of the Ottoman
empire. Russia, always desiring an
untrammelled outlet to warm
waters, aimed at securing the
Dardanelles; Great Britain (fearful
for the Suez Canal and her imperial
routes) and France (covetous of
N. Africa and the Levant) sup-
ported the " sick man of Europe "
against her. Turkey's Balkan pro-
vinces fought for independence ;
Austria tried to extend her borders
to S. and E.; Italy wished to gain
strategic buffers in Istria and
Albania against Austria. Events
arising from this maelstrom of

conflicting policies
were, in their chrono-
logical order, the war
of Greek independ-
ence, the autonomy of
Serbia and Egypt, the
Crimean War, the form-
ation of the Rumanian
and, by the congress of
Berlin, the Bulgarian
kingdoms, Austria's an-
nexation of Bosnia-
Herzegovina, and the
Balkan wars of 1912-13
which, with the mur-
der of the Archduke
Francis Ferdinand, heir
apparent of the Em-
peror Francis Joseph,
at Serajevo in 1914, led
to the First Great War.
The defeat of Turkey,
Russia, and Austria in
this conflict, and the
rise of Kemal Ataturk's
new Turkey after it,
gave a different aspect
to the Eastern
Question. Consult The
Eastern Question, J. A.
R. Marriott, 1917.

Eastern     Siberia.
Geographical   area   of
the R.S.F.S.R., formerly an ad-
ministrative division (capital, Ir-
kutsk).    It includes Krasnoyarsk
territory, Irkutsk and  Chita re-
gions,    the    Buriat-Mongol    and
Yakutsk A.S.S.R.s, and the Tuva
autonomous region.
Easter Rising.   See Sinn Fe*in.
East Grinstead. Urban district
of Sussex, England, 80 m. S. of
London.      Its   high    street    has

East Grinstead.   Picturesque buildings in the High Street
of this Sussex market town

Tudor timbered houses ; Sackville
College is a Jacobean almshouse
dating from 1608. Here is a hos-
pital famous for plastic surgery
operations. A German bomb fell in
the centre of the town on July 9,
1943. East Grinstead gives its
name to a co. constituency. Market
day, Thurs. Pop. (1951) 10,845.

East Ham. County borough
of Essex, England. A populous
district 6 m. E. of London, it has
stations on two railway lines, and
is served by London Transport
vehicles. Residents work mainly
at the docks and in factories ;
industries include engineering and
the making of sweets; and the
borough contains part of the
Beckton gasworks, largest in the
world. S. Mary Magdalene is the
old parish church. East Ham was
made a municipality in 1904 and a
county borough in 1914. It com-
prises two bor. constituencies.
Heavy air attacks in the Second
Great War killed over 500 people
and demolished 2,000 houses.
Pop. (1951) 120,836.
East India Company. Name
of a trading corporation, authorised
by government to trade in the E.
Indies. The Dutch company, 1602-
1799, the French company, 1664-
1794, and the Danish company.
1729-1801, followed the setting up
of the English company, which sur-
vived them all. On Dec. 31, 1600,
a charter was granted by Queen
Elizabeth I to " The company of
Merchants of London trading to
the East Indies." The estab-
lishment of three factories or trad-
ing-stations was sanctioned: at
Surat, on the W. coast, by the Mo-
gul Jehangir in 1612 ; at Fort St.
George, afterwards Madras, on the
S.E. coast, by another Indian
prince in 1639 ; at Hooghli, on the
Ganges delta (50 years later moved
a little lower down the river to
Calcutta) by Shah Johan in 1640.
In 1661 the Portuguese gave Born-
bay to Charles 11
as part of the*
dower of his bride;
he conveyed
it to the com-
pany, and it took
the place of Surat
as the western
emporium. The
three factories at
Bombay, Madras,
and Calcutta be-
came the nuclei
of three British
presidencies.
The   company
was exclusively a
trading concern.
It had much diffi-
culty in suppressing the embarrass-
ing rivalry of independent traders
called " Interlopers," who ignored
its exclusive charter. In the reign of
William III a rival company was
actually sanctioned and started,
but in 1701 the two were amalga-
mated as the  Honourable East
India Company,   In 1746 Dupleix,